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™ Because a history of alienation and slavery, the memory of your
own humiliation is by itself no guarantee that you will not oppress
the stranger in your own country once you have gained indepen-
dence and left it all behind you.

Do past memories and experiences of strangeness and slavery,
really prevail on and influence the newly liberated and indepen-
dent, to adopt an attitude of tolerance and love to the stranger
living among them? Do we not often find the opposite to be the
case? The hate, persecution and shame the individual or community
experiences, in the past, do not act as a deterrent, preventing them
adopting the same attitude to those entrusted to their power, later
onS.

The fact that “you were strangers in the land of Egypt” is cer-
tainly no adequate motivation for not oppressing or vexing the
stranger. On the contrary, how often do we find that the slave or
exile who gains power and freedom, or anyone who harbours the
memory of suffering to himself or his forbears, finds compensation
for his former sufferings, by giving free rein to his tyrannical
instincts, when he has the opportunity to lord it over others?

For this reason we have the double motivation in our Sidra and
the two different explanations in Rashi to the two passages respec-

tively. Some will be sufficiently moved by the memory of their

t the hands of others to put themselves

experience of oppression a . -
in the stranger’s shoes: “For you know the feelings of a stranger .

They will graduate from o
to vex and oppress the stranger to t
love him as thyself”” (Lev. 19, 34). O
prompted by their own experience of si
towards the stranger in their
the argument of the victim 0
he will wrong you back™.
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bservance of the negative injunction not
he positive one of: “thou shalt
n the other hand, those not
milar suffering to act kindly
midst, will, at least, be influenced by
f their oppression: S1f you wrong him,
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